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of the Sewage Disposal Commission is that new Watershed
- Boards should be established in the same way in which

joint committees have’ been formed-that is to say, under
’’orders of the Local Government Board (Local Government
Act, 1888, s. 14 (3) ). It is suggested that really emcient
fishery boards might be formed in that way and the come
missioners go on to point out that it might even be well to

create Watershed Boards having powers larger than those
which have been previously proposed. There are three great
subjects for all’of which the commissioners think the water-
shed is the proper administrative area : (1) the prevention of
the pollution of rivers ; (2) water-supplies ; and (3) fisheries.
If it were possible to give adequate representation to all the
interests concerned in one body the commissioners think that
boards of great influence might be created and that such
bodies would be capable of interfering authoritatively in
any matter affecting the district, while by the formation of
separate committees the administration of each of the three
subjects above named might be left in the hands of those
representatives who were best qualified by their knowledge
and experience to carry them out efficiently.

A MEMORIAL TO PROFESSOR VIRCHOW.

A MOVEMENT has been inaugurated in Germany to erect
a statue at Berlin to the late Professor Rudolf Virchow.

Representatives of science and art, irrespectively of political
parties, have joined the committee constituted for this

purpose and it is hoped that the appeal shortly to be issued
by the committee will meet with a very general response. At

the same time it is felt that this movement ought to be
more than an exclusively German one. Professor Virchow’s
labours have benefited the world at large and amongst his
pupils have been men of every nationality. It is believed
that in this country in particular, nf which he ever was a
staunch friend, and amongst the men of science of which
he numbered many devoted admirers, a general desire will
be felt to participate in the movement intended to do

homage to him at the seat of his labours. With this object
a British committee is in course of formation, the chairman-

ship of which has been undertaken by Lord Lister. Sir
Felix Semon is acting as temporary honorary secretary.

PLAGUE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IN
1898-1901.

THE Local Government Board has just issued a series of
important reports and papers by Dr. R. Bruce Low upon
the progress and diffusion of bubonic plague throughout
the world in the years 1898-1901 and upon the measures

employed in different countries for the repression of this

disease. The reports are prefaced by an introduction from
the pen of Mr. W. H. Power, F.R.S., medical officer of the
Local Government Board. Dr. Low’s reports deal first of all
with the British Isles, then with European countries, ex-

cluding Turkey. Next he goes on to consider plague in
the near East, which includes a consideration of most of
the highways by which infection from the Orient gains
access to Europe. This section includes Turkey in Europe.
Egypt, and the countries adjoining the Levant, the Red Sea,
and the Persian Gulf. Section IV. deals with the rest of

Africa, Section V. with India, Section VI. with the far

East, Section VII. with Australia and New Zealand, and
Section VIII. with America-i.e., with the United States
and with the various countries in Central and South
America. Mr. Power considers that the time has not yet
come for summarising the lessons to be learned from the
present pandemic but certain points of great interest are
apparent from Dr. Low’s investigations. First of all, plague
would seem to be specially virulent among Oriental peoples.
In India, for instance, which is well prepared for resistance
to disease as regards sanitary administration, plague is far 

more virulent and, more -prone to recur than in many other
i countries in other quarters of the;world which are not nearly
, so well equipped administratively for resistance. ’ Another

very important point - comes out in these papers-namely,
the way in which plague at its first outbreak often mimics

other diseases. This, of course, is especially the case where
the disease is not of the bubonic type. Thus in Glasgow the

’ earliest cases were provisionally- notified with- a query as
, "enteric fever" or as "typhus fever." In Oporto the

earliest cases were declared to be those of a virulent fever of
an uncommon type " the result of insanitation and general
neglect"; in the village of Thomaso, near Smyrna, -the

! earliest cases were taken to be infectious pneumonia" or
, malignant influenza." At Port Said, so far back as March,

1900, although plague was not officially declared until May,
1900, cases had been certified as " influenza with glandular
swellings" or as pneumonia." The question as to how
far man is in danger of infection from the rat is still

quite undecided. The reports are well illustrated with

maps and the volume contains a mass of most useful
information. 

____ 
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PARASITES AS A CAUSE OF APPENDICITIS.

VON. MOTY, in a communication made to the Echo Medical
du Nord (1902, p. 217), states that in three out of five cases
of appendicitis occurring in his own practice he found the
oxyuris either in the appendix or in the intestine. The

presence of this or of some other parasite in this disease is
so frequent that it can hardly be regarded as accidental, and
he therefore draws the conclusion that the parasites which
have been observed, as the trichocephalus dispar, oxyuris,
and ascaris, play an active part in the production of the
disease. Ascarides seem to be associated with gangrenous
inflammation, whilst the trichocephalus or the oxyuris leads
to chronic appendicitis. Those cases which occur in women
in childbed and are of a mild character are amenable to

medicine, to the removal of the parasites, and to the regula-
tion of the general health. He has found the administration
of 30 or 60 grains of bismuth subnitrate taken in eau. sucr&eacute;e
in small quantities at intervals in the course of the day of
much service in relieving the cramps that so often accom-
pany the disease. 
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THE RECENT OUTBREAK OF POISONING BY

FOOD IN DERBY.

THE history of this outbreak may now be said to be

complete and very instructive and interesting are the
conclusions arrived at by Dr. William J. Howarth, the
medical officer of health of the borough of Derby, and by
Professor Sheridan Delepine. These two investigators have
come to similar conclusions after having approached the
subject from entirely different standpoints. Their results are

published in a report recently presented to the chairman and
members of the sanitary committee. The most important
conclusions which Dr. Howarth submits are : (1) that in the
great majority of cases the infection was conveyed by means
of pork pies ; (2) that the meat of the pies was the

infected portion ; (3) that the flesh of the animal was
not infected at the time of slaughtering, but that the meat
became contaminated during preparation in the chopping-
house ; and (4) that the infection, which was of excretal

origin, most probably gained access to the chopping-
house from the large intestines which were brought into
this place on the day when the pies were made. Professor

Delepine concludes that the outbreak of illness was due to
the presence in these pies of a pathogenic bacillus closely
allied to the bacillus enteritidis of Gaertner and that this
bacillus was due to f&aelig;cal pollution of the meat, the meat
being chopped up in a place where large intestines were

being prepared for sale. As to future preventive measure


